
 

   

 

Concept Progression for Religious Education Cycle B 
Key Religious 

Concepts 

Early Years Foundation 

Stage 

Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

Faith How is Diwali celebrated? 

• Children learn that 

Diwali is a Hindu festival. 

• Children learn that some 

Hindus visit the Manir to 
pray. 

• Children learn how 

Diwali is celebrated by 

different people. 
 

 

Where does the Christmas 

story come from? 

• Children learn that 

Christmas is a Christian 
festival. 

• Children learn that some 

Christians go to Church 

to worship God. 

• Children learn the story 
of the first Christmas. 

 

What is Easter? 

• Children learn that 

Easter is a Christian 

festival. 

• Children learn the Easter 
Story and why this is 

important to Christians. 

 

Who was Noah and why did 

he build an Ark? 

• Children learn the 
story of Noah’s Ark. 

What times of year are special for 

Muslims? 

• Children learn about some of 

the main festivals that Muslims 
celebrate. 

• Children learn how Muslims 

prepare for the festivals of 

Ramadan and Eid-ul-Fitr. 

• Children learn about special 
times in the lives of Muslims 

such as weddings, the birth of 

a baby etc. 

 

Why are presents given at 

Christmas time? 

• Children learn how and why 

Christmas is celebrated. 

• Children learn what advent is 
and why this is a special time 

for Christians. 

 

What do Islamic Stories tell us? 

• Children learn about the 

Muslim holy book- the Qur’an. 

• Children learn who the 
prophet Muhammed was. 

• Children learn some of the 

stories from the Qur’an and 

what they teach Muslims. 
 

What are the similarities and 

differences between harvest, 

thanksgiving and other religious 

festivals? 

Do you think it is important what 

Christian denomination you 

belong to? 

• Children will learn about the 

origins of Christianity and 

how it has evolved into 
different denominations that 

have similarities and 

differences.  

• Children will focus on a 
comparison of Church of 

England and Roman 

Catholic denominations, 
looking at the similarities and 

differences between them.  

• Children will learn what it 

means to be Christian. 

 

Is Easter a festival of new life or 

sacrifice? 

• Children will learn 

about sacrifice in 
relation to Easter and 

why this part of the 

story is important to 
Christians.  

  
What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

• Children will learn what it 
means to be a Sikh. 

 

What does It mean to be a 

person of faith today? 

• Children learn that 

Christians are influenced by 
many things to help them 

make life choices.  They link 

this to the teachings of 
Jesus. 

• Children learn that 

Shahada is a statement of 

truth, and that Muslims must 
follow this throughout their 

whole lives.  

• Children discuss and 

consider the benefits and 
disadvantages of being a 

person of faith today.  
 

What happens when we die? 

• Children learn what 

Christian’s believe 
happens when we die. 

• Children learn about 

how beliefs influence 

religious practices and 
ways of life. 

• Children learn what 

Hindu’s believe 

happens when we die. 

 

What is Judaism?  

• Children learn about the 
Torah and why it is 

important to Jewish people.  



 

   

 

• Children learn why 

Christian’s believe 
Noah sent a flood. 

• Children learn why Harvest is a 

special time for Christians. 

• Children learn how Christians 
celebrate Harvest. 

• Children take part in their own 

Harvest festival.  

• Children look at how Muslims 

celebrate Eid-Ul-Adha. 

 

Who is Jesus and what is the 

meaning of Easter? 

• Children learn who Jesus is 
and why he is significant to 

Christians. 

• Children learn why and how 

Christians celebrate Easter. 

• Children learn the story of 
Easter. 

 

How does faith help when life 

gets hard? 

• Children will explore ways in 

which religions help people 

to live, even when times are 
tough, e.g. through prayer, 

giving a sense of purpose, a 

guide to deciding what is 
right and wrong, 

membership of a 

community who care for 
each other, opportunities to 

celebrate together. 

Morality and 

decision 

making 

Who was Noah and why did 

he build an Ark?  
• Children learn why 

Christian’s believe 

Noah sent a flood.  

• Children learn that it 
is important to treat 

others how you want 

to be treated. 

• Children learn that 
there can 

sometimes be a 

consequence for 
your actions. 

 

Year 1 & 2: 

What do Islamic stories tell us? 

• Children learn some of the 

stories from the Qur’an. 

• Children learn the key 

teachings from the stories and 
discuss how these ideas can 

guide Muslims in their daily life. 

 

What are the similarities and 

differences between harvest, 

thanksgiving and other religious 

festivals? 

• Children learn about how Eid-

Ul-Adha is the festival of 
sacrifice. 

• Children learn how the 

concept of sacrifice shapes 

the lives of Muslims. 

What makes a good person or a 

bad person? 

• Children will learn what 

Karma is and how this 

affects how Hindus live their 
lives. 

• The Children will consider 

what morals are shared 

between different religions.  

 

How do prayer and meditation 

help with achieving peace? 

• Children will learn about 

what peace is and why 

people think it is important. 

• They will consider how 
different religions aim to 

achieve peace. 

What Is Humanism? 

• Children learn that all 

humans follow a ‘code’ for 
living.  They understand 

they understand rules are 

important.  They 
understand that people 

can have their own 'code 

for living’ which helps them 
choose right from wrong. 

• Children learn how to react 

sensitively to the others.  

They learn how to make 
appropriate decisions using 

the humanist rule: ‘Treat 
others the way you would 

like to be treated.’ 

• Children learn about 

freedom of action as well 



 

   

 

• Children will consider how 

communities can help to 
make the world a more 

peaceful one. 

 

What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

• Children learn what Seva is 

and how this concept can 
influence how people act. 

 
 
How do prayer and meditation 

help with achieving peace? 

• Children will learn about 
Mahatma Gandhi and 

Nelson Mandela and how 

their actions promoted 
peace. 

as understanding what 
consequences of actions 

are. 

 
 

What does It mean to be a 

person of faith today? 

• Children discuss and 

compare factors that 

affect their ability to make 
decisions. 

• Children consider how 

different beliefs can 

influence behaviour.  

• Children consider how 
Jesus’ teaching impacts on 

the behaviour of Christians. 

• Children consider how the 

Qur’an influences Muslims 
and how they live. 

 

What happens when we die? 

• Children consider how 

death affects how 

Christians might live their 
life. 

• Children consider how 

death affects how a Hindu 

might live their life. 

• Children consider how their 
own experiences of death 

influence how they live their 

lives. 
 

How does the power of 

celebrity influence our lives? 



 

   

 

• Children will consider how 

faith can help you 
overcome challenges.  

• Children will learn about 

how beliefs can motivate 

and inspire others including 
themselves.  

 

 

 

Religious 

practice 

 

(rituals, 

sermons, 

veneration, 

sacrifice, 

festivals, feasts, 

marriage and 

funeral 

services, 

meditation, 

prayer, music, 

art, dance). 

 

Where does the Christmas 

story come from? 

• Children learn that 

Christmas is a Christian 
festival. 

• Children learn that some 

Christians go to Church 

to worship God. 

• Children learn that the 
special book for 

Christian’s is the Bible. 

• Children learn how 

Christians celebrate 
Christmas. 

• Children visit St 

Michael’s church and 

take part in the 
Christingle Service.  

 

 

What is Easter? 

• Children learn that 

Easter is a Christian 
festival. 

• Children learn the Easter 

Story and why this is 

important to Christians.  

 

What are the similarities and 

differences between harvest, 

thanksgiving and other religious 

festivals? 

• Children learn about how 

Harvest is celebrated by 

Christians. 

• Children learn some Christian 
hymns which show 

thankfulness.  

• Children learn what 

thanksgiving is. 

• Children learn about why Eid-
ul-Adha is celebrated by 

Muslims. 

 

Why are presents given at 

Christmas time? 

• Children learn about how 

churches celebrate Advent. 

 

What are the similarities and 

differences between a church 

and a mosque? 

• Children learn about some of 

the things that happen in a 

church. 

What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

• Children visit a Gurdwara in 

Kettering.  

• Children learn what a 

Gurdwara is and how Sikhs 
use it.   

• Children learn what the five 

Ks are and how they assist 

Sikhs in their purpose in life.   
 

Why is the birth of a baby 

important in each religion? 

• Children learn what 

happens at a baptism and 

a confirmation service. 

• Children learn about Bar 
Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah 

and what these mean for a 

Jewish Child. 

• Children will learn about 
Muslim birth ceremonies and 

why they shave a baby’s 

head. 

• Children will learn about the 
Hindu ceremonies of 

Jatakarma and 

Namakarana. 

What does It mean to be a 

person of faith today? 

 

• Children learn how Muslims 

and Christians carry out 

religious practices. 

 

What happens when we die? 

• Children learn about the 
significant parts of a 

Christian funeral. 

• Children learn about the 

significant parts of a Hindu 
funeral. 

 

What is Judaism? 

 
• Children learn how some 

key life events are 

celebrated e.g. Bar Mitzvah 
and Bat Mitzvah. 

• Children learn about four 

key Jewish festivals (Pesach 
(Passover) Sukkot, Yom 

Kippur, Rosh Hashanah)  

• Children learn about how 

synagogues are used. 



 

   

 

What is Chinese New Year? 

Children 

• Children learn that 

Lunar/Chinese New 
Year is a festival that is 

celebrated by lots of 

people around the 
world. 

• Children learn why this 

festival is important to 

some people. 

• Children learn some of 
the different ways that 

Luna/Chinese New Year 

is celebrated. 

• Children learn about some of 

the things that happen in a 
Mosque. 

 

What times of year are special for 

Muslims? 

• Children learn about what 
happens at a Muslim 

wedding or when a new 
baby is welcomed. 

 

• Children will learn about the 

special Sikh ceremony of 
NaamKaran. 

 

 

Is Easter the festival of new life 

or sacrifice? 

• Children will learn that 
Easter is a Christian 

Festival and its 

significance to people 
that follow the Christian 

faith. 

 
 

How do prayer and meditation 

help with achieving peace? 

• Children learn why 

people pray. 

• Children will learn how 

music and meditation 
play an important part in 

Sikh ceremonies. 

• Children will learn why 

and how Muslims pray. 
They will also learn some 

of the actions that 

perform a prayer in 
Islam. 

 
 

 

 

How does faith help when life 

gets hard? 

• Children will compare 

ceremonies that mark 

death noting the similarities 
and differences.  

 

 

 

Symbols How is Diwali celebrated? 

• Children learn about 
rangoli patterns and 

Diva lamps. Children 

learn why light is 
important to Hindus. 

 

Where does the Christmas 

story come from? 

Why are presents given at 

Christmas? 

• Children learn what the giving 

of presents symbolises. 

• Children learn about the 

significance of candles during 
advent. 

What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

• Children learn about the 
main symbols relating to 

Sikhism.  

Is Easter the festival of new life 

or sacrifice? 

• Children will learn about 

symbols relating to Easter: 
the cross and eggs.  

What does It mean to be a 

person of faith today? 

 

• Children learn about 
symbols relating to 

Christianity: crucifix, church, 

someone praying, the bible 
and the holy trinity. 



 

   

 

• Children learn about 

what a Christingle is and 
what it represents.  

 

What is Easter? 

• Children learn about the 

Easter story and why the 

cross is a Christian 
symbol.  

 

Who was Noah and why did 

he build an Ark?  
• Children learn the 

significance of the 
dove to Christians. 

• Children also learn 

what it means to 

‘pass the olive 
branch’.  

 

 

• Children learn what an 

Advent wreath or an Advent 
crown is.  

 

Who is Jesus and what is the 

meaning of Easter? 

• Children learn why the 

egg is a symbol of Easter. 

• Children visit a church and 
look at its key features. 

• Children look at how 

churches prepare for 

Easter. 

 

What are the similarities between 

a church and a mosque? 

• Children learn about some 

of the main features of a 
church (lectern, font, 

pulpit, alter, stained glass 

windows, cross. 

• Children learn about some 
of the main features of a 

mosque (Qubba, Qur’an, 

washing facilities, prayer 
mats etc.) 

 

 

Do you think it is important what 

Christian denomination you 

belong to? 

• Children will look at the main 

features of the different 
Christian places of worship: 

stained glass windows, cross, 

different types of spire. 
 

What makes a good person or a 

bad person? 

• Children will learn about 

what the ten 

commandments are and 
their significance to 

Christians and Jews. 

 

How do prayer and meditation 

help with achieving peace? 

• Children will learn what 
Christians mean when they 

refer to ‘The Holy Spirit’. 

• Children recap on the 5 

Islamic Pillars and what they 
mean to Muslims. 

 

What is Judaism? 

• Children describe and 

locate the important 

features of Jewish 
synagogues. 

• Children learn about some 

of the symbols found in 

synagogues (Bimah, Ark, 
Siddur, Torah scrolls, The 

eternal light, Memorial 

boards, Rabbi, Kippah, 
Menorah) 

What happens when we die? 

• Children learn about some 
of the different symbols that 

mark the death of 

someone special e.g. the 
cross, headstones, 

remembrance poppies, 

shrines, ribbons tied to trees 
etc. 

 

History of 

religion 

How is Diwali celebrated? 

• Children learn the story 

of Rama and Sita and 

why Diwali is called the 
festival of light. 

 

Where does the Christmas 

story come from? 

• Children learn the story 
of the first Christmas. 

Who is Jesus and what is the 

meaning of Easter? 

• Children learn the story of 
Easter. 

• Children learn that many of 

the stories in the Bible (The 

New Testament) are about 
Jesus. 

 

What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

• Children learn who Guru 

Nanak is and how he 

founded Sikhism.  

 

Is Easter the festival of new life 

or sacrifice? 

• Children will learn about 

temptation and lent. 

What is Judaism? 

• Children learn about where 

and when Judaism originated  

• Children consider the 

significance and relevance of 
the 10 commandments. 



 

   

 

• Children learn that Jesus 

was a significant figure 
in Christianity and that 

some Bible stories are 

about him.  

 

What is Easter? 

• Children learn the Easter 
Story and why this is 

important to Christians 

today. 

 

Who was Noah and why did 

he build an Ark?  
• Children learn the 

story of Noah’s Ark 
and why Christian’s 

believe Noah sent a 

flood. 

 

Why are presents given at 

Christmas time? 

• Children learn the story of 

Christmas. 

• Children learn why Jesus was 
given presents. 

 

What do Islamic stories tell us? 

• Children learn about 
Muhammed and how he 

became a prophet. 

• Children will learn about 

events that happened 
during Palm Sunday, the 

Last Supper, Holy Week and 

Pentecost. 

• Children will consider why 
we celebrate Easter today 

by giving eggs and how this 

relates to the Easter story. 
 

Do you think it is important what 

Christian denomination you 

belong to? 

• Children will learn about the 
origins of Christianity and 

how it has evolved into 

different denominations. 

The shared 

journey of 

human life and 

death 

Where does the Christmas 

story come from? 

• Children learn that the 

Christmas story is about the 

birth of a baby. 

• Children discuss their own 
experiences of babies.  

• Children think about why 

the birth of a baby is 

special. 

 

What is Easter? 

• Children learn that the 
story of Easter is about 

death. 

• Children learn what 

death means. 

Who is Jesus and what is the 

meaning of Easter? 

• Children learn that part of 

the Easter story is about 

the death of Jesus. 

• Children learn that Jesus 
comes back to life 

following his death. 

• Children learn that Jesus’ 

resurrection refers to Jesus 
opening up the path for a 

new life in heaven.  

• Children learn that 

Christians believe they will 
go to heaven when they 

die. 

 

Why is the birth of a baby 

important in each religion? 

• Children learn about why 

the birth of a baby is special. 

• Children learn about the 

importance of baptism and 
confirmation in Christianity.  

• Children learn about the 

important stages in the life 

of a Jewish child.  

• Children will learn how 
Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus 

welcome new babies. 

 

Is Easter the festival of new life 

or sacrifice? 

What happens when we die? 

• Children learn what 
Christians believe happens 

when someone dies.  
• Children learn what 

reincarnation is.  
• Children learn how death 

affects how different 

people might live their 

lives.  
 

How does faith help when life 

gets hard? 

• Children will explore 

whether beliefs about life 

after death make a 
difference to people when 



 

   

 

• Children think about 

their own experiences 
relating to death. 

What times of year are special for 

Muslims? 

• Children learn about how 

Muslim’s celebrate the 
birth of a new baby and 

why it is a special time in 

their lives. 

Children will learn what 
resurrection means and why this 

is significant to Christians. 

Children learn how Easter can 
be linked to the concept of new 

life. 

• Ch 

facing death or 
bereavement. 

 

Similarities and 

connections 

How is Diwali celebrated? 

• Children make 

comparisons between 
how Diwali is celebrated 

and other festivals from 

their own experience 
such as Christmas. 

 

Where does the Christmas 

story come from? 

• Children make 

connections between 
Diwali and Christmas. 

• Children discuss and 

compare how Christmas 

is celebrated in their 
homes. 

 

What is Easter? 

• Children discuss and 

compare how they 

celebrate Easter. 

• Children compare how 
they celebrate Easter to 

how some Christians 

celebrate Easter. 

 

What is May Day? 

• Children learn that May 
Day is a celebration that 

is important to Hawthorn 

What are the similarities between 

harvest, thanksgiving and other 

religious festivals? 

• Children make comparisons 

between harvest and 
thanksgiving. 

• Children make links between 

harvest and the act of giving 

food and Eid-Ul-Adha which is 
the festival of sacrifice (giving 

up things).  

• Children look at the similarities 

between how Muslims 
celebrate Eid-Ul-Adha and 

Christians celebrate Harvest 

and the act of giving. 

 

What are the similarities between 

a church and a mosque? 

• Children will discuss and 

compare the similarities 

and differences between 

a Mosque and a Church 

and how they are both 

used. 

 

What times of year are special for 

Muslims? 

• Children discuss the similarities 

and differences between how 

What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

• Children make comparisons 

between what they have 
learnt about a Gurdwara 

and their own observations 

following their visit. 

Why is the birth of a baby 

important in each religion? 

• Children discuss and 
compare the similarities and 

differences between how 

the birth of a baby is 
celebrated in different 

religions. 

 

Do you think it is important what 

Christian denomination you 

belong to? 

• Children will make 

comparisons between the 

different Christian 
denominations, noting their 

similarities and differences.  

 

How do prayer and meditation 

help with achieving peace? 

• Children will compare how 

different religions aim to 

achieve peace.  

 

 

What Is Humanism? 

• Children will reflect on the 

ideas and beliefs of 
humanism in relation to 

their own beliefs. 

• Children will learn how the 

values of Christianity 
overlap with the values of 

Humanism. 

 

What does It mean to be a 

person of faith today? 

 

• Children learn to compare 

the story of Moses and Saul 
/ Paul.  They focus on what 

the turning points for both 

men were.  Children then 
consider things that have 

been a ‘turning point’ in 

their own lives. 

• Children make connections 
between Christians and 

Muslims and how they 

depict their faith through 
art and words. 

• Children make connections 

between different religions 

such as holy texts and 
prayer. 

 



 

   

 

and other primary 
schools. 

• Children learn that it is a 

festival about spring and 

new beginnings. 
 

What is Chinese New Year? 

• Children discuss and 
compare the similarities 

between how Chinese 

New Year and Christmas 
are celebrated. 

 

 

the birth of a baby is 
celebrated in the Christian 

religion and in Islam. 

• Children discuss the similarities 

between Muslim holy festivals 
and Christian festivals, such as 

Christmas.  

 

What do Islamic stories tell us? 

• Children make comparisons 

between Islamic stories and 
Christianity. They compare 

what the stories teach us. 

 

Why are presents given at 

Christmas time? 

• Children compare how 
Christians celebrate Christmas 

and how they celebrate 

Christmas themselves. 

 
 
What are the similarities between 

a church and a mosque? 

• Children compare the 

similarities between a Mosque 
and a Church and how they 

are both used. 

 
 

Is Easter the festival of new life 

or sacrifice? 

• Children will make 

connections between the 
Easter story and why we 

give and receive eggs as a 

symbol of Easter today.  

How does the power of 

celebrity influence our lives? 

• Children will consider the 

different faiths that they 
have learnt about and the 

beliefs that the associate 

with each faith. 

• Children will learn about 
different celebrities and 

compare the reasons why 

they are inspirational.  

 

How does faith help when life 

gets hard? 

• Children will compare 

ceremonies that mark 
death noting the similarities 

and differences.  

 

 

What happens when we die? 

• Children make comparisons 
between Christianity and 

Hinduism, explaining the 

similarities and 
differences.    

• Children learn how different 

beliefs held about death 

may affect the lives of 
Hindus and Christians.   

• Children make connections 

between their own 

experiences of death and 
religious beliefs and 

practices. 

 

What is Judaism? 



 

   

 

• Children make connections 

between Christianity and 
Judaism e.g. The Torah/Old 

Testament etc. 

• Children make connections 

between stories from the 
Torah and other stories from 

other religions 

 
 

  


