Step-by-step guide to carrying out Read Theory pre-test.
Child logs in with username and password first.

Child completes pretest independently.
They must keep
going until they have
answered all the
questions. They
MUST do this
independently.

Once the question has been
answered, they move onto
the next passage. You will
see the Grade level and
Lexile has changed.
The Lexile Framework for Reading is an
educational tool that uses a measure called a
Lexile to match readers with books, articles and
other levelled reading resources. Readers and
books are assigned a score on the Lexile scale,
in which lower scores reflect easier readability
for books and lower reading ability for readers.

At the top of the
screen, ticks will
appear to show how
many questions the
child has completed.

I have answered this
incorrectly. Notice
that you still have to
click to the next
question. You must
complete all the
questions in order to
receive the correct
level of work on Read
Theory.

Children continue to work through the pre-test questions until they have completed all of them.
As they answer the questions, the grade level and Lexile in the top left corner will either go up or
down depending on how the previous question was answered.

Notice how many
questions I have
answered and the
Grade / Lexile level.
Some previous
questions were
incorrect, so the pretest automatically
adjusts the difficulty
of the next text.

Once the pre-test has been
completed, the child can the
enter ReadTheory and start
accessing the texts, questions
and quizzes.

There are pop-up ads
around the side. These are
generally based on your
browsing history. Pease
report any ads that you feel
are inappropriate.
ReadTheory does shield
and block unsuitable ads,
however, you must report
something if you feel it is
not acceptable.

You will see my starting level on ReadTheory is Grade 5 (Y6) – it does go higher than this.
There is a passage to read and questions to answer.
If the score is between 70% and 89%, you stay on the same grade level. If you get 90% or over
you move up to the next grade. 69% or less and you move down.
This is a really good system to stop children from encountering things that are too hard or too
easy for them constantly, as the element of choice is removed.

I hope this helps to navigate your way through the pre-test and into ReadTheory.
I am very excited that your child will be able to access ReadTheory. It is a very popular online tool
used by 100s of schools in the UK as well as around the world.
Your child’s teacher will be able to keep track of your child’s reading progress.
Please continue to read and share books, magazines etc.. together. Audio books are also a great
way to enjoy a fantastic story. Also, making up your own stories is great way to develop
imagination.
Kind regards,
Miss Blakeley

