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Dear Parents / Carers of children in KS2,  

 

At Hawthorn we aim for our children to write clearly, accurately and coherently. We recognise 
that handwriting is one of the essential foundations for developing children’s writing skills. 
Therefore, handwriting is taught daily across the school. 

Children are taught to form their letters correctly and master each letter, so that when they 
reach KS2 they can develop joining letters.  

The scheme that we follow to teach handwriting is Read Write Inc. 

I have attached some guidance below, which you can use to support your child at home, if you 
wish. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Kind regards,  

Mr Lewis 

Writing Lead 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hawthornprimarykettering.co.uk/


 

Handwriting at Hawthorn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The foundations for 

handwriting begins before any 

writing takes place. Children 

must be encouraged to sit 

correctly and hold their pencil 

or pen in the correct position.  

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2  

Children are taught how to form individual 

letters correctly. This is crucial for when 

they learn to join in stage 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

We teach children to form lower case 

letters in the ‘jam’. Ascenders go to the 

top of the ‘sponge’ and descenders go to 

the bottom of the ‘sponge’. 

 

  



Stage 3 Handwriting 

They will learn two joins: the ‘hill’ join and the ‘bridge’ join. There are three variations 

of both joins: 

 

Children practise each join with specific letter combinations. Then they write words 

with the joins they have practised. We teach children that all letters are joined with 

the ‘hill’ or ‘bridge’ join with the exception of g, j, q, y and z: 

 

 

We modify some letters to allow them to join. For example, r, e and s. 

 

Children will learn a style that looks like this: 

 

  



Stage 4 Handwriting 

At stage 4, children learn to develop a mature style and increase their ability to write 

at speed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



LKS2 Handwriting paper 

 

 

  



UKS2 Handwriting paper 

 


