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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Staffing Update 

We're sad to share that we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Dickens at half term. Mrs Dickens 

began her teaching career at Hawthorn and has been here for 20 years as a valued part of 

our school team. She is now combining her love of the outdoors with her love of teaching, 

moving on to work at an outdoor nursery. Thank you Mrs Dickens for all your work here at 

Hawthorn, you will be very missed. 

Mrs Dickens will be replaced by Mrs Kimberley Reynolds, an experienced Early Years Teacher. 

Mrs Reynolds will be in school on Thursday (9th) to meet the children and will also be on the 

playground at home-time. 

Toast & Tales 

This week, Year 2 will be hosting Toast & Tales on Tuesday (7th) and Year 1 on Weds (8th Oct). 

We look forward to seeing the parents who have signed up for this event which takes place 

at 8.20am in the hall for breakfast and a book.   

Harvest Festival 



Thank you for all the generous donations of Harvest produce we received today. 

Unfortunately our Harvest Festival was cancelled due to the bad weather, but all of the 

classes will be posting their harvest song on Dojo. 

The majority of our harvest produce has now gone to Homestart Kettering which supports 

parents in situations as diverse as isolation, bereavement, illness or disability. Our Hawthorn 

ambassadors will also be out and about on Monday, gifting Harvest Hampers to those in 

need in our local area.  

If you would like to nominate someone to receive a Harvest Hamper, please use the following 

link by 9 am on Monday: 

Nomination for Harvest Box 

Parents Evenings – Tuesday 7th October and Thursday 9th October  

Next week, we will be holding our first parents of the academic year. We encourage all 

parents to attend as this is an opportunity to discuss how your child is progressing with their 

teacher. Appointments can be booked online via MCAS under “Parents Evening”. This allows 

you to  choose your own appointment times with teachers.  

Bookings will close on Monday (6th) at 4pm for Tuesday bookings and Wednesday (8th) at 4 

pm for Thursday bookings. Should you wish to make any changes after this please contact 

the school office.  

Mrs Martin, Inclusion Leader, will also be available on both evenings. If you would like to 

make an  appointment to see her please telephone the office and we can arrange this for you 

School Photos 

On Thursday, Tempest Photography will be in school to take individual and sibling 

photographs. Please ensure that your child is in full school uniform including their jumper or 

cardigan. If your child has PE (or swimming) on a Thursday, please send them in in their 

uniform and they should bring their PE kit to  change into. If you would like a photograph 

taken of your child with pre-school sibling(s) please come to the school office at 8.30 am.  

Tempest will email parents with a proof and orders should be placed online. There is no 

obligation for you to buy a photograph.  

World Mental Health Day - Hello Yellow 

https://forms.office.com/e/7RS1Gd6m9R


Next Friday (10th) is World Mental Health Day. We are inviting children to come dressed in 

yellow (or wear your brightest colours) to raise funds for this worthy cause. If you would like 

to donate, you will be able to do so via the MCAS store. 

During the afternoon, Miss Larkin, our Family Support Worker, will be holding a WMHD 

crafts afternoon for you and your child (Year 1 upwards), starting at 2.15 pm. Places are 

limited. If you would like to attend please book using the link below. 

World Mental Health Day Crafts with your Child 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes 

Emma Jacox 

Head Teacher 

https://forms.office.com/e/5tGSTgUDjP


 

 

Friends of Hawthorn - AGM 

Thursday 16th October | 7pm | Kino (hopefully upstairs)* 

Please join us in a couple of weeks for our Annual Meeting. We will be talking about events 

for the year, electing our committee for 2025/26 and having a relaxed catch up. It ’s a lovely 

way to meet other parents and volunteer to support the school 💚 



There is absolutely no obligation to take on a committee role, but if you would consider this 

at any point, please come along to find out more. A few of our long-standing volunteers are 

coming to the end of their child’s time at Hawthorn which means we desperately need some 

new faces and volunteers. We can potentially organise shared roles or shadowing. None of 

the roles (even the Chair!) needs to be a big time commitment and the more of us there are 

the better! 

Hawthorn would not be the same without our events & fundraising efforts 💚 

To register your attendance or if you have any questions, please email me 

on friendsofhawthornkettering@gmail.com. I am very happy to chat!   

~ FoH Chair: Polly Shackleton 

Sports Clubs 

Clubs running this term include: 

· KS2 Dodgeball Club: Tuesdays, 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM. 

· Reception & KS1 Obstacle Course: Wednesdays, 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM. 

If you would like your child to be part of these clubs, you can book a place directly on 

EcoCoach Booking. Spaces are available at £5 per session, 15% off for children eligible for 

Pupil Premium. 

If your child is eligible for Free School Meals, please forward confirmation to 

greenoffice@eco-coach.co.uk and use the code at check-out. 

mailto:friendsofhawthornkettering@gmail.com
https://bookwhen.com/ecocoach#focus=ev-ss0u-20240924153000
mailto:greenoffice@eco-coach.co.uk


 



House Points so far... 

 

Click on the cards below to see which house is in the lead so far!! 

Earth - 185  points 

Air - 196  points 

Fire - 197  points 

Water - 245  points 



Reception Intake 2026 

Applications have now opened for children who will be of school age next September. You 

can apply for a primary school place on Apply for a primary school place | North 

Northamptonshire Council (northnorthants.gov.uk) We would be delighted if you consider 

Hawthorn for the start of your child’s education. We have several school tours taking place 

throughout this term. Please ring the office on 01536 512204 to book your place on one of 

our tours. 

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow!  

 

Great attendance for Ash, Elm, Silver Birches and Oaks this week with 98%.   Well done ! 

Ash: 98% 

Elm:  98% 

Silver Birches: 98% 

Oaks: 98% 

Apples: 97% 

Cedars:  97% 

Willows:  97% 

Bay:  95% 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/primary-school-places/apply-primary-school-place
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/primary-school-places/apply-primary-school-place


Redwoods: 94% 

Cherries: 94% 

Maples: 93% 

Online Safety: What Parents and Carers Need to Know About EA 

Sports FC 26 

 



For information on talking with child about social media, please click on the following link 

which will take you to the Internet Matters website: Internet Matters: Talking with your child 

about social media 

Community News & Events 

Please follow the link below to the school website to find information on events happening in 

Kettering and surrounding areas: 

Hawthorn Primary - Community News and Events (hawthornprimarykettering.co.uk) 

 

A Message from Wicksteed Park... 

There's lots to do at Wicksteed Park this October!  

We are open for October Weekends on the 11th, 12th, 18th, and 19th of October, and for 

Halloween half-term daily from the 25th of October to the 2nd of November 2025. Come 

along from 10:30am to 4pm each day for frightfully good fun the whole family will enjoy! 

Halloween Haunt is returning to Wicksteed Park for October weekends and half-term with 

Halloween House creating a hauntingly exciting Chapter 2! There will be two fantastic family 

https://www.internetmatters.org/connecting-safely-online/advice-for-parents/first-steps-on-social-media-to-support-young-people/having-meaningful-conversations-with-young-people/
https://www.internetmatters.org/connecting-safely-online/advice-for-parents/first-steps-on-social-media-to-support-young-people/having-meaningful-conversations-with-young-people/
https://www.hawthornprimarykettering.co.uk/page/?title=Community+News+and+Events&pid=97


friendly spooky walkthroughs to explore with brand new elements that will possess you with 

Halloween spirit. 

*Attractions open are Halloween Haunt Chapter 2, Astroslide, Treetop Walk, Rockin’ Tug, 

Clown Coaster, Meerkat Manor, Wicky’s Farmyard, Pig ‘N’ Putt, Roundabout, Cups and 

Saucers, Lighthouse, Carousel, Sway Rider, and Wicksteed Park Railway.  

Book online today! https://wicksteedpark.org/events/halloween-half-term-and-weekends/ 

Dates For Your Diary...  

 

Mon 6th Oct: Whole school flu vaccinations 

Tues 7th Oct: Toast & Tales (Y2) 

                        Parents' Evening (3.30-6.30pm) 

Thurs 9th Oct: School photos 

                        Parents' Evening (3.30-6.30pm) 

Fri 10th Oct: World Mental Health Day - HELLO YELLOW (see separate communication) 

https://wicksteedpark.org/events/halloween-half-term-and-weekends/


                       WMHD Coffee and Crafts with your child (2.15  pm) 

Tue 14th Oct: Toast & Tales (EYFS) 

                         New Reception Intake 2026 Tour (4pm) 

Thurs 16th Oct: Wonderdome in for UKS2 

                            KS2 Celebration Assembly - invite only (2.15pm) 

                            Y6 Cake Sale (3.10pm) 

                            New Reception Intake 2026 Tour (4pm) 

Fri 17th Oct: KS1 & EYFS Celebration Assembly - invite only (2.15pm) 

                       Break Up 

*********************HALF TERM***************** 

Mon 3rd Nov: Back to School 

Fri 28th Nov: Y5 Cake Sale 

Tues 2nd Dec: KS1 & EYFS Celebration Assembly - invite only (2.15pm) 

Thurs 4th Dec: KS2 Celebration Assembly - invite only (2.15pm) 

Thurs 18th Dec: Kingswood Christmas Lunch 

Fri 19th Dec: Carols Around the Tree 

                       Break Up 

 

*Dates for Christmas events to be confirmed 
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