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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy December! We have a lot going on over the next couple of weeks so please see below 

for key diary dates and keep an eye out for emails which will give you the details of all events 

taking place. 

Update from Pathfinder Schools 

You will have received a letter from Jo Woods, Chair of Trustees for Pathfinder Schools 

yesterday, detailing the news that the academy trust will disband and all schools, including 

Hawthorn will be transferred to alternative multi-academy trusts. The time-line for this will 

be several months long. Here at Hawthorn there will be no changes in the day to day running 

of our school. Staff are committed as always to doing the very best for our children and 

families and it is very much 'business as usual'. If you have any questions on this process, 

please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Hawthorn House System 

This week the children have had assemblies about the launch of our new Hawthorn house 

system. We talked about the purpose of the house system and the kinds of things they can 

earn house points for. Some members of our fantastic School Council even joined our staff 

meeting this week to talk to the teachers about the research they have carried out into the 



house system, and their visit to St Peter's School where they were able to speak with the 

House Captains.  

The children have been coming up with names for our houses; we have now shortlisted the 

names and are inviting parents to vote on the final six! You will have received this separately 

on a Microsoft form today. Please submit your vote by Monday (9th) at 11am. On Tuesday 

17th, we will have a special 'Choosing Ceremony' where the house names will be revealed to 

children and staff and everyone will find out which houses they are in! This will be an 

incredibly exciting moment for our Hawthorn community and I'm sure your children will 

enjoy telling you about it! Further information about our house system will come out to you 

in the coming weeks. 

KS2 Christmas Musical Evening 

A reminder that the KS2 children will be performing the Nativity at the United Reformed 

Church, London Road on Tuesday evening (10th December). The service will begin at 6:00pm 

however children should arrive between 5:30 and 5:45pm so they can be ready for the 

performance. Classes will be performing a selection of poems and musical items. The service 

should finish between 7:00 and 7:30pm. Tickets cost £1.50 and are available to purchase 

before Monday on MCAS in the store. Due to the capacity of the Church there is a limit of 

two tickets per family. 

Christmas Crafts 

Thank you to everyone who signed up for Christmas Crafts and Coffee on Thursday 12th 

December. This event proved really popular and was booked up very quickly! Mrs Brown will 

be running two sessions as a result  - from 1-2 pm and 2-3 pm. The sessions will take place in 

The Palm. A confirmation message has been sent to parents who registered to confirm which 

session to attend. 

KS2 Pantomime 

KS2 will be walking to the Lighthouse Theatre on Friday (13th) to watch the pantomime 

Beauty and the Beast. The payment deadline is today, if you have not already done so please 

pay on MCAS under Trips & Events. 

Christmas Fair 



The children have had a wonderful time today at our Hawthorn Christmas Fair, organised by 

the Friends of Hawthorn. They were able to take part in a range of fun, festive activities and 

looked fantastic in their Christmas jumpers! 

School Uniform Discount Code 

My Clothing are offering a 10% discount on school uniform.  Please use the code UNIFORM10 

on your order.  This offer expires on 20th December. 

Scout Post 

If you wish to send any local Christmas cards by Scout Post, the post box will be at the school 

office until Monday 16th December.  50p per card delivered. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes 

Emma Jacox 

Head Teacher 

 

https://myclothing.com/
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Upcoming Events 

 

KS1 Christingle Workshop 

On Tuesday 17th December, KS1 will be hosting their Christingle workshop in the school hall. 

This fun-filled workshop will give you the opportunity to make Christingles with your children. 

We will have the Friends of Hawthorn on hand to provide refreshments. We are requesting a 

voluntary contribution of £1 to go towards the Christingles. Please pay on MCAS in the store. 

No cash please.  Please let us know if you will be coming to the workshop by completing the 

form using the link below: 

KS1 Christingle Workshop 

Carols Around the Tree 

Please join us at 3pm on Friday 20th  December for Carols Around the Tree. This will take 

place at 3pm on the main playground. Entry via the Broadway gates at 2.55pm. The children 

will sing a selection of Christmas songs, with which you are welcome to join in, and the 

Friends of Hawthorn will have refreshments available. This year, we are delighted to 

announce that the Hawthorn Choir will be joining us to lead some of the Christmas songs. 

Reception Nativity 

On Wednesday 18th December we will be holding our Reception Nativity 'The Wriggly 

Nativity' at 9.30 am and 6 pm.  If your child is taking part in the nativity please ensure they 

are back at school by 5.35pm for the 6pm performance. If you have requested tickets, they 

will be distributed by teachers on Monday 16th December.  If you are coming to the 9.30am 

performance please join us for refreshments which will be served from 9am. 

Tickets can be requested using the link below (2 tickets per family per performance only). 

Tickets for The Wriggly Nativity 

https://forms.office.com/e/xVRdYKjhwq
https://forms.office.com/r/DD7ZiRHuPu


Advent Trail 

The local Advent Window Trail will be running again this year - for the 5th year! 

This year Hawthorn is Day 7! 

Please see the route below showing how you can follow the advent trail. 

A group walk round on Christmas Eve morning, looking at all of the windows, will take place 

(meeting 10am at St Michaels Church). What a wonderful, festive way to burn off some 

energy with over-excited children!  



 

Sports Clubs  

🎉 WE HAVE LIMITED PLACES LEFT ON OUR TERM 2 AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS🎉 

KS2 Girls-Only Football Club (Tuesdays): 

Our Play Their Way football sessions are a fun, supportive space for girls in Years 3-6 to 

develop their football skills, build confidence, and work as a team. These sessions focus on 

creativity, collaboration, and enjoyment through sport. If your child is interested in football 

or simply wants to try something new, this is a fantastic opportunity! 



Runs until the end of term. 

KS1 EcoClub (Wednesdays): 

For our younger children in Key Stage 1, we’re introducing EcoClub – a hands-on, creative 

club where children can explore the world of nature, crafting, and sustainability. From art 

projects to eco-workshops, the children will engage in fun and meaningful activities that 

promote care for the environment. 

Runs until the end of term. 

To sign up, please visit the booking page at https://bookwhen.com/ecocoach or get in touch 

with the school office for more information. 

https://bookwhen.com/ecocoach


Book your child's Christmas Dinner! 

 

ASDA - Cashpot for Schools 

Thank you to everyone who has been shopping at Asda over the last few months and has 

contributed to the Cashpot for Schools scheme. An amazing £225.03 has been raised for 

Hawthorn. 



Reception Intake 2025 

You have until January 15th to apply for a primary school place if your child will be of school 

age next September. You can apply for a primary school place on Apply for a primary school 

place | North Northamptonshire Council (northnorthants.gov.uk) We would be delighted if 

you consider Hawthorn for the start of your child’s education. We will be holding two final 

school tours after the Christmas holidays. Please ring the office on 01536 512204 to book 

your place on one of our tours. The dates of the tours are at the end of this newsletter. 

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow!  

 

Well done to Silver Birches who have ended this week with great attendance  - 99%! 

Fantastic effort children. 

Silver Birches: 99% 

Redwoods: 98% 

Willows: 97% 

Elm: 97% 

Oaks: 97% 

Maples: 96% 

Cedars: 94% 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/primary-school-places/apply-primary-school-place
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/primary-school-places/apply-primary-school-place


Ash: 94% 

Apples: 94% 

Bay: 92% 

Cherries: 89% 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About: Mental Health Apps 

 



For information on talking with child about social media, please click on the following link 

which will take you to the Internet Matters website: Internet Matters: Talking with your child 

about social media 

Internet Matters also offer The Family Digital Toolkit where parents can get personalised 

online safety advice based on a number of factors such as age, popular apps and platforms 

their children use, tackling online issues and more. My Family's Digital Toolkit - tailored 

online safety advice | Internet Matters 

Friends of Hawthorn - Upcoming Events 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/connecting-safely-online/advice-for-parents/first-steps-on-social-media-to-support-young-people/having-meaningful-conversations-with-young-people/
https://www.internetmatters.org/connecting-safely-online/advice-for-parents/first-steps-on-social-media-to-support-young-people/having-meaningful-conversations-with-young-people/
https://www.internetmatters.org/digital-family-toolkit/
https://www.internetmatters.org/digital-family-toolkit/


 

Join the Hawthorn School Lottery! 

Some years ago, the Friends of Hawthorn set up a school lottery for Hawthorn, through Your 

School Lottery.  

Your School Lottery creates and runs lotteries for schools across the UK. The lotteries raise 

money through local communities to improve educational facilities and the school 

environment for thousands of pupils.  

There are great prizes to be had, tickets only cost £1 each and apparently there's a high 

chance of winning! Even better, proceeds go towards improving our school for our Hawthorn 

children.  

If you have not yet signed up the The School Lottery, you can do so, following the link below: 

Your School Lottery: Easy online fundraising for schools & PTAs - Your School Lottery 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/


Community News & Events 

Please follow the link below to the school website to find information on events happening in 

Kettering and surrounding areas: 

Hawthorn Primary - Community News and Events (hawthornprimarykettering.co.uk) 

 

https://www.hawthornprimarykettering.co.uk/page/?title=Community+News+and+Events&pid=97


 

Dates For Your Diary...  

 

Tues 10th Dec: KS2 Carol Musical Evening at The United Reformed Church (6pm) 

Weds 11th Dec: Rocksteady Concert for Weds Bands - parents welcome (2pm) 



Thurs 12th Dec: Coffee Afternoon - Christmas Crafts (2pm) 

Fri 13th Dec: KS2 Pantomime 'Beauty and the Beast' at the Lighthouse Theatre 

Rocksteady Concert for Fri Bands - parents welcome (2pm) 

Tues 17th Dec: Hawthorn Houses 'Choosing Ceremony' 

                            KS1 Christingle workshop - KS1 parents welcome. FoH providing hot 

chocolate and mince pies (2.30pm) 

Weds 18th Dec: EYFS Nativity performances at 9.30am (coffee in The Palm from 8.45am) 

and 6pm 

Thurs 19th Dec: Kingswood Christmas Lunch 

                             KS1 Christingle (PM) 

Fri 20th Dec: Rainbow Raffle Day  

                        Santa's Grotto open 

                        Carols Around the Tree, FoH providing hot chocolate and               mince pies 

(3pm)  

                        Break Up  

***************************************************** 

Mon 6th Jan: Back to School 

                        House Launch Day - wear House colours 

Thurs 9th Jan: Super Scientist Club starts 
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